APPENDIX IX
EXTRACT FROM GOVERNOR-GENERAL'S DESPATCH
TO COLONIAL OFFICE
pretoria,
October 23, 1913
A new phase of the campaign was inaugurated by Mr. Gandhi on the
17th instant, when he visited the Natal coalfields and induced a number of
indentured Indians employed in local mines and hotels to strike work until the
Government should promise to repeal the £3 tax during the next session of Par-
liament. The adoption of this policy was foreshadowed in Mr* Gandhi's letter
of the 28th ultimo to Mr. Gorges, a copy of which will be found in the corres-
pondence accompanying my Despatch, Secret (2) of yesterday. I have not
yet been able to obtain full particulars as to the development of the strike
movement, which, so far as I can judge, does not appear to be causing the
Government much anxiety. Some little light is thrown on the subject by the
attached extracts from the Rand Daily Mail and The Transvaal Leader of today.
It will be seen that Mr. Gandhi estimates the number of strikers at 2,000
and says that six collieries are affected, whereas nine collieries are mentioned
by the Durban correspondent of The Transvaal Leader. Mr, Gorges told my
Secretary this morning that the latest official report received by the Depart-
ment of Justice estimated the number of strikers at 1,500. He was not sure,
however, whether that estimate applied to the whole area of the strike, and he
thought that possibly Mr. Gandhi's figure of 2,000 might be correct, although
no precise information on the point was available. The Secretary for Justice,
he added, had at the same time been advised that the movement shov/ed some
signs of weakening, as a number of the strikers were beginning to return to
work. An attempt appears also to have been made to "pull out" the Indians
working on the Railways in Natal, but the absence of further information on
this point may perhaps be taken as indicating that hitherto the attempt has
not been attended with any appreciable success.
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